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Introduction and welcome from Omar Geta
Notes of the meeting

Presentation of project background – OM 

Melessew Shanko – historical background (see presentation) concept of roving capital 

Traditional fuel crisis in the 1980s

Government measures – subsidisation of modern fuels

Demand side management – improved stoves programmes

Fuel substitution – kerosene as cooking fuel – kerosene stoves

Data available on fuel carriers in Addis from 1988 and 1992

Changes in prices may be due to competition

Comments

· Coming into business of more organised players, such as lorry drivers etc that are taking job from women and donkeys etc.(as shown in the trends 1989-1992) this happened during the shift in regime. How has liberalisation influenced the market in Ethiopia? Transport by lorry has increased…has this knocked out of business people who work informally?

· Structure of demand related to income distribution may influence the fuel choice – the demand structure  has changed drastically, how has this influenced the market?

· Fuel mix may change as the income increases in urban areas…this does not necessarily mean that the introduction of electricity has caused the reduction of demand in traditional biomass fuels NB!!!!!!

Teketel Abebe – Surveys so far data collected

We should probably get information on the volume of biomass that is being introduced to have quantitative data that indicate the contribution by volume, this would back our case

Head counts only at the moment 

Need to identify the networks of people engaged in the business.

Comments 

· Almost 400.000 people are involved in the fuel supply; this is the second most important activity people are engaged in Ethiopia

· Sources of biomass for the motorised transporters could be identified – this would bring new information to the research

· Profile of who are the people involved ion the business – very difficult to identify the source

· Need to identify if the business is informal or organised – questions in the next questionnaire

· What is the number of people affected by the changes in habit? What kind of people?

· Need to identify if there is effectively a livelihood impact of fuel substitution or is it just a perception

· Most fuel suppliers are in business for less of 5 years…how does this relate? Is this related to the age structure of the suppliers or is it due to the dynamic structure of the business, whereby people tend to get out of this business and find alternative options?

· People bringing the load of fuel are in business in the morning early and then are back from where they came, rather than sell the fuel themselves. 

· Scarcity of wood would reduce the availability of biomass, but it not necessary that kero is the alternative

· Affordability of fuel

· Why is kerosene taking over?

· For charcoal it will be necessary to do interviews of charcoal transporters at night.

· Biomass will be exhausted sooner or later – BUT IT IS RENEWABLE

· Where there is fuel substitution, is there any impact on suppliers? The project does not account for this

· The major fuel substitution is happening in Addis, Nairobi and Kampala, where infrastructure is in place for modern fuels to be introduced. This is why we focus on these towns

· Set poverty in the context of the research and not the wider sense

· Biomass resource base is almost gone and we need to do interfuel substitution – but how can this be done in sustainable way?

· Need not to blame only interfuel substitution as a cause of livelihood effects on suppliers, also the structure of demand is causing a change - structure of supply as well is changing and can influence – need to consider all the things that influence the fuel shift

· Fuel of choice – it is dictated by several issues (eg: kitchen space is a real issue in Addis – size, efficiency and cleanliness of energy source and end use appliance is fundamental)

· Alternative employment - Former Woodfuel Women Carriers Association 

· Address gender issues that is particularly strong in Ethiopia

· Are there policy issues that influence the suppliers? Such as the ban on charcoal – although it should not be brought out of proportion – it is illegal to produce charcoal, but the ban is not enforced - the wood needs to come from allowed resources

Policy issue needs to be taken into account

· Different types of suppliers may require different strategies for mitigating the impacts. Need to diversify.

· What percentage of suppliers is from Addis and how many come from rural areas?

· In the past the GoE (Min of Agriculture) introduced a project that asked people to plant their homestead with trees and then get the additional resource from the sale of fuel, very positive answer to this

· Trees are cut in rural areas because of the demand in urban areas

· There is a very comprehensive energy policy in Ethiopia.

Fuel Substitution


Poverty Impacts on Biomass Fuel Suppliers 
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