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The Kenya 2nd National Stakeholders Workshop was held in Nairobi on the 9th November at the Fairview Hotel and was attended by 19 people. The participation of representatives from government - from the Ministries of Trade and Industry, Energy, Environment and Natural Resources, attorney general's chamber, NEMA and Forest Department - was excellent. These policy makers were all very interested in the subject and actively participated in the feedback sessions, giving a number of practical suggestions for legalising the charcoal trade. People from NGOs, interest groups and environmental organisations, including WWF, KIPPRA etc were also in good numbers.

The meeting started with a presentation to illustrate the project's background and objectives, followed by an update of the project's findings by Stephen Mutimba. Ottavia Mazzoni then presented the research methodology and the developed impact assessment matrix, together with the results of the fuel substitution impact assessment. A number of recommendations stemming from the analysis were preliminarily presented in order to stimulate discussions and feedback. The research findings were then put in perspective by Stephen Mutimba, who reported on the vulnerability context of traditional biomass fuel suppliers in Kenya. The workshop terminated with a long session of discussion and feedbacks which concentrated mostly on measures to solve the issue related to charcoal trade in Kenya and the consequent impacts on the suppliers' livelihood. The outcomes of the workshop will be incorporated in the final project technical report.
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